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Abstract

The origin and function of hepatic macrophages
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are complicated. Hepatic macrophages consist
of resident and infiltrating monocyte-derived
macrophages. They play important roles in host
defense and in maintaining homeostasis, and
are main cell components that are involved in
liver injury and restoration. It is important to
trace the dynamic changes in the phenotypes
and biological functions of hepatic macrophages
of different origins in the context of liver injury
caused by distinct factors, and to explore the
underlying mechanisms. Research in this field
will help us to understand the pathological
processes of liver injury, and to develop
preventive and therapeutic strategies for liver
injury and subsequent fibrosis by targeting liver
macrophages.
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