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Reference Citation Analysis (RCA, https://www.referencecitationanalysis.com) is 

committed to building the world's only open access and transparent biomedical science 

sharing platform focusing on citation analysis. RCA can find and obtain the latest 

research results published in biomedical science journals through the ranking of Article 

Influence Index of each article, which will lead researchers towards more important 

research directions. RCA is independently developed and maintained by Baishideng 

Publishing Group Inc (Party B). As of July 2023, RCA has included more than 53.6 

million articles in the field of biomedical science and 6113 high-quality RCA journals, 

including more than 4.53 million full-text PDF articles and covering 121 research fields. 

There are currently 876 RCA scholar users, 14 RCA academic assistant users, and more 

than 48000 subscribers.  

Party A, as the entrusting party, and Party B, as the service-providing party, through 

harmonious negotiation, have reached the following contract terms on issues of 

providing RCA academic assistant service by Party B in its RCA network platform 

(https://www.referencecitationanalysis.com/searchacademicassistant) for Party A and 

other matters, for both parties to abide by. 

 

I Content of RCA academic assistant service 

The content of RCA academic assistant service includes: (1) Basic membership service; (2) 

Quality brand recommendation; (3) Maintaining and proofreading the bibliographic 

information of users’ articles, and providing download service for statistics and analysis 

tables of Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE)-indexed articles, PubMed-indexed 

articles, and the articles of a particular first author or corresponding author. 

 

1 Content of basic membership service and price list  
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No. Type of 

service 

Content of service Service 

duration 

Service 

price, in 

USD 

1 Basic 

membership 

service 

Exclusive RCA ID 1 year 500.00 

Exclusive RCA website 

Logo/cover display and external links 

Social medium display and external links 

Display of basic information, including 

member name, email address, discipline area, 

keywords, introduction, number of RCA 

platform visits and rankings, official website 

address, number of articles, total citations of 

articles, contact information, etc. 

Display of member’s academic activities 

Academic circle of friends and station message 

sending 

Article importing and inclusion (unlimited 

number) 

Article citation analysis, including the total 

number of articles, number of citations, 

statistical analysis of citing articles, calculation 

of Article Influence Index, etc. 

Article indexing and classified retrieval 

analysis. Classified retrieval analysis includes 

the following: classification of articles with 
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more than one citation, article publication 

time/publication year, article type, database(s) 

indexing the article, article MeSH headings, 

first author and institution(s), author(s), 

supporting fund(s), article source country(ies), 

article author institution(s), corresponding 

author institution(s), and article subjects, as 

well as ranking of article citation counts, and 

Article Influence Index. 

2 Editing 

service  

The RCA editorial office provides editorial 

consulting service to help users solve 

problems related to the use of RCA. 

In line 3 and beyond of the Academic 

Assistant Members area (located below the 

RCA home page), the quality brand is 

displayed; this includes logo, external links, 

and regular promotion in the RCA article 

inclusion email notification and RCA 

subscription email. The display location of the 

quality brand will be determined according to 

a ‘first come, first choice’ basis for the 

available positions (see below) upon signing of 

the contract (i.e. the first to sign will have first 

choice, the second to sign will have second 

choice, etc.). 
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2 Content of optional quality brand recommendation service and price list 

 

No. Type of 

service 

Content of service and price list 

1 Optional 

quality 

brand 

recomme

ndation 

In lines 1-2 of the Academic Assistant Members area (located below 

the RCA home page), the quality brand recommendation is provided 

(the display location of the quality brand is determined on a ‘first 

come, first choice’ basis by order of signing the contract); this includes 

logo display, external links, and regular promotion in the RCA article 

inclusion email notification and RCA subscription email. The options 

for location of the quality brand and the corresponding prices are as 

follows: 

Class A quality brand display location: Line 1, a total of four positions 

are available, for 1000.00 USD/month/position (or 12000.00 

USD/year/position). 

Position 1 

Vacancy 

Position 2 

Vacancy 

Position 3 

Vacancy 

Position 4 

Vacancy 

Class B quality brand display location: Line 2, a total of four positions 

are available, for 900.00 USD/month/position (or 10800.00 

USD/year/position). 

Position 1 

Vacancy 

Position 2 

Vacancy 

Position 3 

Vacancy 

Position 4 

Vacancy 

Class C basic membership service quality brand display location: Line 

3 and beyond, for 41.70 USD/month/position (or 500.00 

USD/year/position). 
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Position 1 

Baishideng 

Position 2 

Filipodia 

Position 3 

MedE 

Position 4 

Medjaden 

Position 5 

Shantou 

University 

Medical 

College 

Position 6 

XHP 

Publishing 

Position 7 

Vacancy 

Position 8 

Vacancy 

See Appendix 1 for an example of quality brand display location. 

 

3 Content of service of maintaining and proofreading the bibliographic information 

of users’ articles and price list 

 

No. Type of 

service 

Content of service Unit 

price, in 

USD 

1 Maintaining 

and 

proofreading 

the 

bibliographic 

information of 

users’ articles, 

and providing 

download 

service for 

As many as 29 items of bibliographic information 

are proofread and maintained; these include all 

authors’ names, article title, journal name, 

publication date, volume, issue, page number(s), 

article type, language type, first author’s name, 

first author’s institution(s), corresponding author’s 

name, corresponding author’s institution(s), all 

authors’ institution(s), supporting fund(s), etc. The 

proofread information will be sent to the authors 

by email for verification. An item-by-item tabular 

11.50/arti

cle 
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statistics and 

analysis tables 

format of the bibliographic information listed 

above is provided in the table below for convenient 

perusal. 

Annual statistics and analysis are conducted for 

SCIE-indexed articles, the first authors, and the 

corresponding authors under users' names, etc., 

and three statistics and analysis tables are 

provided for download; namely, these are the 

comprehensive analysis report, first author 

screening analysis report, and corresponding 

author screening analysis report. See Appendix 2 

for an example of comprehensive analysis report. 

Item-by-item tabular listing of the bibliographic information for each article 

proofread and maintained, with relevant details for the service content: 

No. Item Content of service 

1  All authors’ 

names 

All authors’ names are obtained through CrossRef 

and PubMed. 

All authors’ names and their order are checked 

against the original article data to verify if they are 

correct. 

2  Article title Article title is obtained through CrossRef and 

PubMed. 

Article title is checked against the original article 

data to verify if it is correct. 

3  Journal name Except for preprint articles, the names of the 
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journals in which the articles are officially 

published are obtained through CrossRef and 

PubMed. 

Each article is checked against the original article 

data to verify whether it is published in an official 

journal and whether the name of the journal is 

correct. 

4  Publication 

date 

Publication date is obtained through CrossRef and 

PubMed. 

Publication date is checked against the original 

article data to verify if it is correct. 

5  Volume 

number 

Volume number is obtained through CrossRef and 

PubMed. 

Volume number is checked against the original 

article data to verify if it is correct. 

6  Issue number Issue number is obtained through CrossRef and 

PubMed. 

Issue number is checked against the original article 

data to verify if it is correct. 

7  Page 

number/articl

e number 

Page number/article number is obtained through 

CrossRef and PubMed. 

Page number/article number is checked against 

the original article data to verify if they are correct. 

8  Article type Article type is obtained through CrossRef and 

PubMed. 
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Article type is checked against the original article 

data to verify if it is correct. 

9  Article 

language type 

Article language type is obtained through CrossRef 

and PubMed. 

Article language type is checked against the 

original article data to verify if it is correct. 

10  First author’s 

name 

First author’s name is obtained through CrossRef 

and PubMed. 

First author’s name, and co-first author’s name if 

applicable, is checked against the original article 

data to verify if correct. 

11  First author’s 

institution 

First author’s institution information is obtained 

through CrossRef and PubMed. 

First author’s institution information, and co-first 

author’s institution information if applicable, is 

checked against the original article data to verify if 

correct. 

12  Corresponding 

author’s name 

Corresponding author’s name is obtained through 

CrossRef and PubMed. 

Corresponding author’s name, and 

co-corresponding author’s name if applicable, is 

checked against the original article data to verify if 

correct. 

13  Corresponding 

author’s 

Corresponding author’s institution information is 

obtained through CrossRef and PubMed. 
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institution Corresponding author’s institution information, 

and co-corresponding author’ institution 

information if applicable, is checked against the 

original article data to verify if correct. 

14  All authors’ 

institutions 

All authors’ institution(s) information is obtained 

through CrossRef and PubMed. 

All authors’ institution(s) information is checked 

against the original article data to verify if it is 

correct. 

15  Supporting 

funds 

Supporting fund information is obtained through 

CrossRef and PubMed. 

Supporting fund information is checked against 

the original article data to verify if it is correct and 

complete. 

16  Journal ISSN The ISSN of the journal in which the article is 

published is obtained from the RCA journal list. 

The ISSN of the journal is checked against the 

official website of the journal in which the article is 

published to verify if it is correct. 

17  Journal 

publisher 

The publisher of the journal in which the article is 

published is obtained from the RCA journal list. 

The publisher of the journal is checked against the 

official website of the journal in which the article is 

published to verify if it is correct. 

18  Indexing/abstr The indexing/abstracting information of the 
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acting 

information 

journal in which the article is published is obtained 

from the RCA journal list. 

The indexing/abstracting information of the 

journal in which the article is published is checked 

against the journal list of Web of Science, PubMed, 

PubMed Central, DOAJ, RCA, and other databases 

to verify if it is correct. The editor will note and 

record the journals that are no longer included in 

SCIE and other databases. 

19  2022 impact 

factor 

The 2022 impact factor of the journal in which the 

article is published is obtained from the 2023 

Journal Citation Reports. 

The 2022 impact factor of the journal in which the 

article is published is checked against the 2023 

Journal Citation Reports to determine whether the 

journal has obtained the 2022 impact factor and 

whether the 2022 impact factor is correct. The 

editor will note and record those journals that are 

no longer included in SCIE or Emerging Sources 

Citations Index (ESCI), as well as those journals 

that have not received an impact factor in 2022. 

20  JCR quartile The quartile of the 2022 impact factor of the journal 

in which the article is published is obtained from 

the 2023 Journal Citation Reports. 

The quartile of the 2022 impact factor of the journal 
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in which the article is published is checked against 

the 2023 Journal Citation Reports to determine 

whether it is correct. Of note, the 2023 Journal 

Citation Reports do not disclose the quartile of the 

2022 impact factor of journals indexed in ESCI. 

21  Article 

Influence Index 

The Article Influence Index is calculated as Times 

cited/Number of years by the RCA system. 

The Article Influence Index is checked against the 

relevant data of the article in the RCA system to 

verify whether it is correct. 

22  Category The discipline category of articles is obtained 

through the RCA journal list. 

The discipline category of an article is checked 

against the official website of the journal in which 

the article is published, Web of Science, Medline 

database, etc. to verify whether it is correct. 

23  Times cited in 

RCA 

The times cited in RCA of an article is obtained 

from the RCA database. 

The times cited in RCA of an article is checked 

against the relevant data in RCA to verify if it is 

correct. 

24  Peer-reviewed 

journal 

The information on whether the journal in which 

the article is published is a peer-reviewed journal 

is obtained from the RCA journal list. 

Whether the journal is a peer-reviewed journal is 
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confirmed by checking the relevant information on 

the journal's official website. 

25  Open access The information on whether the journal in which 

the article is published is an open access journal is 

obtained from the RCA journal list. 

Whether the journal is an open access journal is 

confirmed by checking the relevant information on 

the journal's official website. 

26  DOI The DOI number of articles is obtained through 

CrossRef. 

The DOI number links, such as 

https://dx.doi.org/10.12998/wjcc.v11.i11.2482, are 

checked to verify whether the articles’ DOI number 

is correct. Where the article does not have a DOI 

number, the editor will find the original article to 

confirm such. 

27  PMID The PMID number of articles is obtained through 

PubMed. 

The PMID number links, such as 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/37123316

, are checked to verify whether the articles’ PMID 

number is correct. Where the article does not have 

a PMID number, the editor will search PubMed to 

find the original article to confirm such. 

28  PMCID The PMCID number of articles is obtained through 
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PubMed Central. 

The PubMed Central number links, such as 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PM

C10152087, are checked to verify whether the 

articles’ PMCID number is correct. 

29  Indexed in 

RCA 

The time when the article is included in RCA is 

obtained through the RCA database. 

Whether the time when the article is included in 

RCA is correct is verified by comparing the 

relevant data of the article in RCA. 

30  Authors’ 

proofreading 

Once all the 29 items have been proofread and 

maintained, the editor will send an email to the 

authors for proofreading and verification via the 

RCA system. If the authors find any problem, the 

editor will verify it. If the information is found to 

be indeed incorrect, it will be corrected and 

updated. 

 

II Term of service 

After the contract is signed by both parties, Party A may notify Party B to start the 

service. Party B shall start the service after receiving the notice from Party A and the 

corresponding service fee, and the service term shall be 12 months from the date of 

starting the service. 

 

III Service fee and payment method 

1 Standard membership fee: 500.00 USD 
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2 Quality brand recommendation service fee: Line___Position___, ____USD. 

3 Bibliographic information proofreading and maintenance service fee: 11.50 

USD/article (according to the actual number of articles for which the service has been 

used by Party A, Party B shall calculate the service fee bill every 6 months and send it to 

Party A for verification and payment). 

4 The total amount of the service fee is        USD. 

5 Party B's bank account information: Party A shall make the payment to the account 

designated by Party B within 10 working days after signing the contract, and note Party 

A's RCA ID in the postscript. Party B shall issue an electronic invoice and send it to Party 

A via email within 10 working days upon receipt of the payment, and Party A shall 

promptly provide Party B with the invoice issuing information. 

Account Name: BAISHIDENG PUBLISHING GROUP INC 

Account Number: 164101946543 

Receiving Bank Name: Bank of America 

Swift Code: BOFAUS3N 

ABA/Routing Number: 026009593 

Receiving Bank Address: 337 Main St, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA 

 

IV Rights and obligations of Party A 

1 Party A is an organization established according to law and has all relevant 

qualifications as prescribed by law. Party A promises that the information that it entrusts 

to Party B to publish is true and legal and shall not violate laws or infringe on the rights 

of any third party. Party A shall be liable for any false information provided by Party A. 

2 Party A is responsible for providing links and graphic/text information documents 

required for publication to Party B. Before confirming the release of network information, 

if Party B believes that Party A's information violates legal provisions or does not meet 
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Party B's regulations or requirements for external links, Party B has the right to suspend 

the release of the relevant network information and request Party A to provide the 

information that meets the requirements again. 

3 Party A undertakes a commitment not to publish false information. If it is confirmed 

that Party A publishes false information, Party B shall have the right to stop publishing 

such information. If the circumstance is serious, Party B shall have the right to terminate 

the contract without refund. 

4 Party A shall properly keep the user account of the RCA website. Party A shall bear the 

losses and corresponding liabilities caused by the theft of the account password caused 

by Party A. Party A may immediately contact Party B for assistance in resetting the 

account password. If Party A hands over or lends Party A's account to an unaffiliated 

company or other individual for use, once confirmed by Party B, Party B has the right to 

suspend Party A's eligibility to use or terminate the contract without refund. 

5 Party A shall comply with national and local laws, rules, regulations, and policies 

when conducting business. If Party A engages in any illegal or irregular activities using 

the service hereof after signing this contract, Party B shall have the right to directly 

disable the account and terminate the service without refund. 

6 Party A shall make payment to Party B as agreed herein. In case of delay in payment, 

Party B shall have the right to delay starting the service. 

7 If Party A violates this Article and causes losses to Party B, Party A shall compensate 

Party B for such losses (including but not limited to direct losses, attorneys' fees, 

settlement funds for resolving disputes, compensation, litigation costs, etc.). 

8 For the service hereunder, Party A shall be obliged to provide Party B with the 

necessary materials required for releasing the relevant information. If the materials 

provided by Party A are delayed, the project delivery time shall be delayed accordingly, 
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and Party B shall not be liable for breach of contract. Both parties shall renegotiate the 

launch time as permitted by Party B's schedule. 

9 If the contract service includes document information proofreading service, Party B 

shall calculate the service fee bill every 6 months according to the actual number of 

articles for which the service has been used by Party A and send it to Party A. If Party A 

has any objection to the bill sent by Party B, Party A shall negotiate with Party B within 3 

working days upon receipt of the bill; otherwise, Party A shall be deemed to have 

accepted the service charge bill calculated by Party B and shall pay the service charge in 

the bill to the account designated by Party B within 10 working days. 

 

V Rights and obligations of Party B 

1 Party B reserves the right to interpret the service contents hereof, and Party A confirms 

knowledge of the details of each service content when signing this contract. If the service 

cannot be used during the service period due to reasons not attributable to Party B, the 

relevant service shall not be refunded or extended upon the expiration of the contract. 

2 Party B shall provide Party A with the service agreed herein in accordance with the 

contract, and review and maintain Party A's registration information. 

3 Party B shall ensure the normal operation of the website providing service. If any 

technical adjustment affects the service of the website for more than 24 hours, Party B 

shall notify Party A in advance and postpone the affected service time. 

4 During the service period, if Party A's information is complained about and Party B 

confirms that the information provided by Party A violates the provisions of Article IV 

hereof, Party B has the right to stop providing service to Party A. 

 

VI Confidentiality 
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1 Either party shall be obliged to keep confidential the materials and information of the 

other party (including but not limited to trade secrets, business information, 

graphic/text data, customer information related to business, the existence of this 

contract, the amount of payment involved, and the method of payment, etc.) known or 

accessed by the other party as a result of signing or performing this contract. Without 

the written consent of the other party, neither party shall disclose, give, or transfer such 

confidential information to any third party. 

2 This Article shall not be void upon termination of this contract and shall remain 

binding upon both parties after termination of this contract. 

  

VII Intellectual property 

1 Party B shall have the right to use Party A's name, trademark, email address, website, 

and other information on its website for service purposes. 

2 Party A shall ensure that the information and materials provided to Party B do not 

infringe the rights of any third party. Otherwise, Party A shall bear all infringement 

liabilities and consequences, and Party B shall have the right to stop publishing the 

infringing information. If Party B suffers any loss as a result, Party A shall compensate 

Party B for such loss (including but not limited to direct losses, attorneys' fees, settlement 

funds for resolving disputes, compensation, litigation costs, etc.). 

3 The ownership and intellectual property rights of the RCA ID, RCA website, Article 

Influence Index, and statistical tables of relevant articles provided by Party B shall be 

owned by Party B, and Party A may reproduce and use them. 

  

VIII Anti-commercial bribery 

1 All parties are aware of and willing to strictly abide by the provisions of the laws of the 

People's Republic of China against commercial bribery, and all parties are aware that 



  

 19 / 28 

 

7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 

160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA  

Telephone: +1-925-399-1568 

E-mail: office@baishideng.com 

https://www.wjgnet.com 

bribery and corruption in any form will violate the law and will be severely punished by 

law. 

2 Neither party hereto shall ask, accept, provide, or give any benefits not agreed herein 

from the other party or the other party's handlers or other relevant personnel, including 

but not limited to explicit deduction, hidden deduction, cash, gift cards, goods, 

marketable securities, travel, or other non-material benefits. 

  

IX Change, transfer, and termination 

1 This contract may be modified or supplemented in writing upon mutual agreement of 

both parties. 

2 Neither party shall transfer or subcontract its rights and obligations hereunder to a 

third party without the permission of either party. 

3 Either party may terminate the contract in advance under any circumstance stipulated 

herein or upon mutual agreement reached by both parties through negotiation; 

otherwise, neither party may terminate the contract in advance. 

  

X Force majeure 

If the parties fail to perform this contract as agreed due to force majeure such as war, 

earthquake, lightning strike, flood, fire, government act, hacker attack, technical control 

of telecommunications department, etc., the performance hereof shall be extended, and 

neither party shall be liable for any loss caused by the delay. If the performance of this 

contract is delayed for more than 1 month due to force majeure events, either party 

hereof shall have the right to immediately terminate this contract by notifying the other 

party in writing without liability for breach of the contract. The affected party shall 

notify the other party by email as soon as possible after the occurrence of force majeure 

and provide the other party with all relevant materials in the fastest manner. 
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XI Liability for breach 

1 If Party A violates this contract, Party B shall have the right to rescind the contract and 

shall not refund the fees paid by Party A but not yet performed hereunder. If Party A's 

breach of the contract causes losses to Party B, Party A shall compensate Party B for such 

losses (including but not limited to direct losses, attorneys' fees, settlement funds for 

resolving disputes, compensation, litigation costs, etc.). 

2 If Party B violates this contract and fails to provide Party A with the service agreed 

herein, Party A shall have the right to terminate this contract in advance, and Party B 

shall refund the fees paid by Party A but not yet performed hereunder. Party B shall 

compensate Party A in full for any losses caused to Party A by Party B's breach of this 

contract (including but not limited to direct losses, attorneys' fees, settlement funds for 

resolving disputes, compensation, litigation costs, etc.). 

3 If Party A requests to terminate this contract in advance for reasons not agreed to in 

this contract, Party B shall not refund the fees paid by Party A but not yet performed 

hereunder, and Party A shall pay liquidated damages at 10% of the total contract 

amount. 

4 If Party B requests to terminate this contract in advance for reasons not agreed to in 

this contract, Party B shall refund the fees paid by Party A but not yet performed 

hereunder and pay liquidated damages equal to 10% of the total contract amount. 

  

XII Dispute resolution 

In the event of any dispute or dispute arising out of this contract, both parties shall reach 

an agreement through consultation in the principle of harmonious cooperation. If no 

settlement can be reached through consultation, either party shall have the right to bring 

a lawsuit to the people's court where the plaintiff is located. 
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XIII Miscellaneous 

1 The contact information of Party A and Party B herein shall include but not be limited 

to written documents, email, WeChat, etc. The matters communicated or confirmed by 

both parties through the above means shall be confirmed and acknowledged. 

2 This contract is made in two originals, with one copy for each Party. The contract shall 

come into force upon being signed and sealed by both parties. 

 

XIV Appendixes 

1 Appendix 1: Example of RCA quality brand display location. 

2 Appendix 2: Example of RCA’s annual statistics and analysis for articles included in 

SCIE and authors-comprehensive analysis report. 

3 Appendix 3: Example of RCA’s annual statistics and analysis for articles included in 

SCIE and authors-first author screening analysis report. 

4 Appendix 4: Example of RCA’s annual statistics and analysis for articles included in 

SCIE and authors-corresponding author screening analysis report. 

5 Appendix 5: Example of RCA’s export articles to file page. 
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Party A (seal)  

Institution name: 

Authorized representative: 

Signature date: 2023(yy)-  (mm)-   (dd) 

 

 

Party B (seal)  

Institution name: Baishideng Publishing Group Inc 

Authorized representative: Lian-Sheng Ma 

Signature date: 2023(yy)-  (mm)-   (dd) 
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Appendix 1: Example of RCA quality brand display location 
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Appendix 2: Example of RCA’s annual statistics and analysis for articles included in SCIE and authors-comprehensive analysis report 
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Appendix 3: Example of RCA’s annual statistics and analysis for articles included in SCIE and authors-first author screening analysis report 
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Appendix 4: Example of RCA’s annual statistics and analysis for articles included in SCIE and authors-corresponding author screening analysis report 
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Appendix 5: Example of RCA’s export articles to file page. 

 


